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Washington State Human Rights Commission

December 21, 2007

Minutes

Olympia, WA

OPENING AND WELCOME

Commissioner Lopez-Morton called the meeting to order at 10:03 a.m.  
ATTENDANCE

Commissioners: Yvonne Lopez-Morton, Chairperson and Ellis Casson, by telephone. Deborah Sioux Cano-Lee, Jerry Hebert, and Shawn Murinko in person at the Washington State Human Rights Commission’s Olympia Office.  A quorum was present. 

Staff: Marc Brenman, Executive Director; Tanya Calahan, Executive Assistant to the Commissioners; Sharon Ortiz, Jennifer Greenlee, and Dixie Shaw, Operations Managers; and Traci Friedl, Assistant Attorney General. 
Guests: No guests were present.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Hebert made a motion to approve the November 16, 2007 minutes. Commissioner Lee requested that the minutes reflect that “she did not receive the case findings in time,” which is why she abstained from voting on the cases; not that “she did not read them.” Commissioner Murinko seconded the motion with the noted correction.  Commissioner Casson abstained because he did not attend the November 16, 2007 meeting. MOTION CARRIED.

ACTION ITEM REVIEW
Commissioner Lee and Marc Brenman met with Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS) Secretary regarding Indian Child Welfare Act issues on December 20, 2007.  As follow up to this meeting, they plan to meet with the staff of the Office of the Family and Children’s Ombudsman at DSHS and the national organization, Indian Policy Advisory Committee (IPAC). They will report back to the other Commissioners after meeting with these two groups. 

The Commissioners discussed Fred Meyer and Washington State Department of Corrections (DOC).  WSHRC has received and investigated numerous complaints against these two respondents over the years.  The Commissioners and management discussed the possibility in the past of Commission initiated investigations against these respondents.  

There appear to be internal problems and DOC and conflict between management and staff at DOC institutions, which contributes to complaint filings at WSHRC.  Harrison Allen is the new Equal Opportunity Officer at DOC.  Commissioner Murinko suggested that WSHRC staff sit down with him and dialogue regarding the ongoing issues at DOC.  Mr. Brenman offered to speak at the meetings of State Equal Opportunity Officers to talk about civil rights issues and WSHRC’s jurisdiction.  Commissioner Murinko will arrange to get Mr. Brenman on an upcoming agenda.  More investigations resources may need to go to Commission initiated investigations.  
CASE CLOSURES
Commissioner Hebert expressed concern about Drennen-Goudie v. Wilderness Rim Association.  The recommendation is no reasonable cause.  Commissioner Murinko requested more evidence that there was an interactive process for the disability accommodation request. The Commissioners requested that staff examine this issue more and pulled it from the agenda.  Commissioner Casson then made a motion to approve case closures with the exception of Drennen-Goudie.  Commissioner Murinko seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED. 
REPORT OF THE CHAIR
Commissioner Lopez-Morton spoke about Human Rights Day and the 60th Anniversary of Declaration of Human Rights.  The December 10, 2007 celebration in Spokane was well attended. The Governor and City of Spokane issued Human Rights Day proclamations. 

Marc Brenman cautioned about association with Human Rights Council of the United Nations (UN).  Many UN participant countries are not doing a good job with human rights issues. 

Commissioner Lee distributed a draft document called A Developmental Approach to Human Rights.  She welcomed thoughts and input regarding the document. 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
The Governor’s proposed budget included funds to WSHRC.  The Equal Employment Opportunity Commission’s (EEOC) federal budget reflects a reduction in funds for Fair Employment Practices Agencies like WSHRC. It’s unclear how the cuts from EEOC will affect WSHRC. 
Commissioner Casson also asked about the 87% travel overspent.  The Commissioners discussed strategically planning their travel.  Commissioner Casson commented about events going on in home cities of Commissioners.  He commented that the Commissioners should be aware of meetings and civil rights events happening in their home town.  He asked to be notified of events in Seattle. 
Marc Brenman discussed gender identity and driver’s licenses.  He and a group of stakeholders are working with the Department of Licensing to determine who can write the letter on that changes the “gender marker” on state driver’s licenses for transgender individuals. 

RECESS

The Commissioners’ adjourned the meeting for a lunch break at 12 noon.  They reconvened at 1:10 p.m.  Commissioner Murinko rejoined the meeting by telephone.
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT CONT.,

The Commissioners discussed a staff proposal to delegate authority to the Executive Director to approve case closures under an emergency situation.  This would be part of the Continuity of Operations Plan (COOP).  After discussion, and by consensus, the Commissioners approved the process to give the chair the authority in emergency situations and follow a chain of command model.  Staff will add this language to the agency’s COOP plan.
Marc Brenman commented about a disability advocacy group that would like to attend a Commission meeting to talk about the physician assisted suicide. 
OLD BUSINESS
The Commissioners discussed which staff members that they want to attend the January 17-18, 2008 Commissioner Retreat. They requested that the Operations Managers attend part of the retreat.
NEW BUSINESS
Commissioner Activities

Commissioner Lopez-Morton attended the Human Rights Day event on December 10, 2007 in Spokane.

Commissioner Lee reported that she met with DSHS Executive Secretary on December 20, 2007 on ICW issues with Marc Brenman.  The Indian Civil Rights Commission issue will be discussed at a meeting in January 2008. 
Commissioner Hebert attended an AIDS event in Walla Walla, an awards event in Seattle at Ingersol, where staff member Seth Kirby was recognized; the Thurston County Human Rights Award event where WSHRC was recognized; the Commission on Hispanic Affairs meeting in Vancouver; and a  Gay, Lesbian, and Straight Teachers Network (GLSTN) meeting.

LEGISLATION
The Commissioners discussed 2008 Legislative Days and various bills that could affect WSHRC.  Commissioner Lopez-Morton suggested that the Commissioners coordinate their travel. The Commissioners also discussed lobbying. Certain activities must be reported to the Public Disclosure Commission.
Marc Brenman spoke about the “Eight to One” bill. Primary bill sponsor,Senator Kline won’t bring the proposed legislation forward this year. Commissioner Murinko expressed support of the bill provided; it does not contain an exclusive remedy provision.  Commissioner Hebert made a motion to approve moving forward with planning for the “Eight to One” bill during the next Legislative Session.  Commissioner Casson seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED.

Commissioner Hebert spoke about House Bill 2306 regarding equal opportunity to learn in school.  Commissioner Hebert made a motion to support this bill pending authorization from the Governor’s Office.  Commissioner Lee seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED.

He then spoke about a bill regarding gender equity in athletics.  Commissioner Hebert made a motion that the Commissioners agree with gender equity in principal in community athletics.  Commissioner Lee seconded the motion.  MOTION CARRIED.

Commissioner Lopez-Morton spoke about recognizing staff and read a draft commendation for all staff. 
ADJOURN
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 2:39 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Tanya Y. Calahan

Executive Assistant to the Commissioners

Washington State Human Rights Commission
Action Items

December 16, 2007

1. Commissioner Murinko will work to get Marc Brenman on the State Diversity Administrators meeting agenda to talk about civil rights issues and meet with Harrison Allen at the Department of Corrections.

Status:

2.  Add physician assisted suicide discussion-advocacy group-expert to an upcoming Commission meeting agenda.  

Status:  Duane French of “Washington Not Dead Yet” is scheduled to speak at the Saturday, January 19, 2008 Commission meeting.

3. Send letters to Legislative Days Coordinators to let them know when/if a Commissioner will be attending an event.

Status:

Previous

A. Marc Brenman will prepare a report for the Commissioners after his meeting with the Department of Social and Health Services regarding Indian Child Welfare Act issues.

Status:  Commissioner Lee and Marc Brenman met with DSHS Secretary on December 20, 2007.  They will meet with the staff of the Office of the Family and Children’s Ombudsman at DSHS and the national organization, Indian Policy Advisory Committee. They will report back to the other Commissioners after meeting with these two groups.
B. Strategic Planning Discussion Items:  *Mechanisms for addressing the special interests of ethnic Commissions and reaching more out to them. *Agency website design content: Discuss how to make website more user friendly and look at content from a strategic level.  *Outreach & Visibility including public forums: Include items in the discussions such as PSA’s on the WA State Ferries.  *Legislative Outreach Plan:  Include service animals in fair housing situations and Fair Housing Act substantial equivalency issues in legislative discussions. *Personnel Items, including manager raises, evaluations, and compression issues. *Indian Civil Rights Commission Project, including proposal for contracted work on the project. *Commission Initiated Investigations  (August 07 onward)

C. Staff will prepare a follow up report after conclusion of current Commission initiated investigation. (October 07)

Status: Investigation is ongoing.
D. Marc Brenman will write a farm worker briefing paper with the assistance of staff. (September 07)

Status:  Item is ongoing.  The briefing paper is nearing completion.

